
Make sure your family has a response plan in case of a wandering emergency. 
Before an emergency happens, sit down together and decide where to 
search, how you will get in contact with each other, and what you will do in an 
emergency situation. Keep a copy of this plan.

Family Wandering Emergency Plan

Helpful Tips

Name/Number

Name/Number

Name/Number

Name/Number

Name/Number

Search Locations

If your child/adult
with autism is missing, 

call 911 immediately
& Search Water First.

Before an emergency happens, assign at least �ve willing search 
partners who will commit to searching for your child/adult in 
case of an emergency. Make sure they are close by, understand 
your loved one, understand their responsibilities, and know their 
assigned search location.

List the main places your child/adult may likely go, especially 
nearby ponds, lakes, pools. Be speci�c. Search these areas 
�rst. If you’ve assigned search partners ahead of time, make 
sure they know which location is assigned to them. Discuss 
and visit the assigned location to which they are assigned. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Example: the pond on Maynard Road;
Smith’s pool on Ralph Street

Identify threats before-
hand, especially nearby 
ponds, lakes, pools, 
canals, water plants, etc., 
& nearby busy roads.

Search Partners
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Example: Neighbor Stacie, 919-555-1616
Older Sibling’s Name, 919-555-0808

Assigned to

   

EMERGENCY CONTACT(S)

DATE:

IF LOST, MAY BE FOUND AT:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

AGE:

NAME: PHONE NUMBER:

TRACKING FREQUENCY #

NAME: PHONE NUMBER:

PERSONAL EMERGENCY PROFILE

SIGNS OF ESCALATION (Changes in behavior that show increased or decreased anxiety, anger, etc. 
Recommendations for do's and don'ts.)

LIKES (Attractions, favorite things, hobbies, interests, foods,
drinks, verbal exchanges, etc.)

Symbols aid understanding and communication for everyone. Show and point to symbols when talking with a rescued person.
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DISLIKES (Triggers, sensitivities, fears, things to avoid,
foods, drinks, verbal exchanges, etc.)

RESTRICTIONS (Allergies and diet) MEDICAL NEEDS (Diagnosis, health concerns)

(Likely places to go)

(If applicable)

Yes

eat drink cold Mom Dad go home

pain safe lost Add personal
message here

Add personal
message here

Add personal
message here

deep breathcall home

No

Annually (or more frequently) complete and share with school sta�, family, friends, neighbors, caregivers, police, �re, and rescue professionals.

Fill out the alert form found 
on NAA’s website or click 
here. Provide this to trusted 
family members, neighbors, 
& search partners.

Create a Group Contact for 
family members, neighbors, 
and search partners, and 
assign it a name so you can 
easily text everyone at the 
same time. 
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Identify ThreatsInform Others Create Group

Create an Emergency Plan
Set a meeting with your family & trusted neighbors
Inform them of your child/adult’s tendency to wander/bolt & provide the alert form
Assign each willing family member & neighbor a location to search
Assign one emergency contact to stay with your younger children during emergencies
Create a group text and easy group name
Provide the group text with a snapshot of their agreed search location (below)
Plan a mock drill as if it were the real emergency plan
Update or reassess the plan as needed

Snap a picture of this section & text it to your group.

Our Group Name is: ________________________

https://nationalautismassocia-
tion.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2017/05/Personal_Emerge
ncy_Profile_Symbols0417.pdf 

https://nationalautismassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Personal_Emergency_Profile_Symbols0417.pdf

